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May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

THE  great  and  fubftantial  benefits  this  king¬ 
dom  lias  received  from  your  Excellency's 
adminillration,  leave  no  room  to  doubt,  that 
any  defign  to  promote  it’s  welfare,  can  want  a  patron. 
Whether  the  few  obfervations  I  have  made  on  the 
prefent  condition  of  this  country,  and  the  moil 
effe&ual  means  to  improve  it,  have  any  claim  to 
Originality,  I  fhall  not  fay  ;  but  fare  I  am,  intro- 
ducing  them  to  the  public,  under  the  fanftion  of 
your  Excellency’s  name,  cannot  fail  of  producing 
the  mod  falutary  effc&s.  It  is  a  truth  as  reproach¬ 
ful  to  us,  as  fmgular  in  itfelf,  that  Ireland ,  with 
the  advantages  of  a  free  conflitution,  an  excellent 
foil,  and  a  tolerable  population,  is  notwithflandipg, 
the  moll  uncultivated  part  of  the  Britifh  empire, 
or  perhaps  of  all  Europe.  Your  Excellency,  no 
doubt,  has  obferved  in  the  feveral  progress  you 
have  made  through  this  kingdom,  that  it  is  not, 
upon  the  whole,  with  refpedt  to  cultivation,  much 
better  than  Hounflow- Heath,  or  any  other  walle  in 
Great- Britain  :  a  deplorable  truth  this,  and  not  ea- 
lily  accounted  for,  confidering  it’s  dependence  on, 
and  proximity  to  that  kingdom,  which  has  attained 
a  degree  of  excellence  in  hufbandry  and  the  arts 
related  to  it,  equalled  by  no  other  people.  The 
difference  between  the  Englifh,  on  the  other  fide 
the  Atlantic,  and  their  brethren  here,  is  very  lin¬ 
king,  and  one  of  thofe  political  phenomenons,  that 
are  apt  to  excite  curiofity,  as  we!!  as  indignation. 
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J  he  former  carried  with  them  tlieflyle  and  manner 

°  thfr  countr)h  and  left  them  to  their  children 
,  an  inheritance  more  precious,  than  the  immenfe’ 

country  they  occupy  •  here,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Iraalleft  traces  of  an  Englilh  defcem,  of  an  Englifh 
manner  are  fcarce  perceptible,  a  paradox  the  folu- 

tion  ol  which  I  (hall  attempt,  a  folution  that  will 
point  to  a  remedy. 

It  hath  been  obferved,  that  all  the  arts,  as  well 

tho(e  ‘;iat  refPe6t  ute  as  ornament,  are  linked  as  it 
were,  by  a  chain,  from  whence  a  common  relation 
auks;  hence  it  is,  that  reafons  drawn  from  one  of¬ 
ten  apply  to  another.  Du  Pile  a  French  painter  fpeak- 
>ng  ot  the  clear  obicure,  fays,  it  was  not  known  to 
f  Roman  fchool  before  Caravagio's  time,  and 
though  it  might  be  found  mfome  of  their  painters ,  yet 
tu  not  to  be  efteemed,  as  any  thing  more ,  than  an  hap- 
py  eftetl  of  c hance  or  genius ,  and  not  as  proceeding 
an  ejlablijhed  principle  of  art.  This  frenchman's 
observation  is  hngularly  appofite  to  us:  a  diligent 
obferver,  and  indeed  he  mud  be  an  attentive  one 
may  now  and  then  perceive  a  faint  glimmering  of 
fomatag  l,ke  a  defign  ,o  improve  and  inclofe  U,is 
-mgc  om,  yet  that  dtfign  not  being  founded  on  a 
yiUm,  its  end  not  being  clearly  eftablifhed,  or  per¬ 
haps  unde,  (food,  the  means  applied  have  ever  pro- 
ved  inadequate.  How  long  the  fird  conquerorsM 
ta.ned  their  manners  and  civ  ility,  Khali  not  enquire; 

from  'ayS’rthat  ',n  hls  time>  the  Englilh  pale, 

in  ?eafoLh|arnefS-r!  ^  StUtC’  had  Prefe^ed  itfelf 
been  r  th?  6  —  f  however  that  might  have 

of  nlr-fl  Z‘>k  ''  'S  eVK  e,nt’  that  t0  al1  tlie  Pnrpofes 
Trifh  '  10rrT>  at  lead,  we  are  as  downright 
Infhr\ ,  as  in  the  days  of  the  greeted  barbarity  One 
unacqua.nted  with  the  internal  condition  of  l" 
^  wtxdd  Earo:  believe,  that  there  is  not  a  far- 
,vJiJ^C0m  has  a  waggon  or  a  cart, 

but 
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but  one  horfe  cars  of  a  prepofterous  conftruflion 
the  wheels  not  three  feet  high,  and,  to  make  them 
ilill  more  inconvenient,  quite  folid  ;  their  horfes 
like  wife,  to  be  confident  throughout,  are  the  for- 
ried animais  upon  earth.  A  fat  one  is  never  ufed  in 
works  of  husbandry,  nor  does  the  kingdom  afford 
a  public  waggon,  fo  that  this  article  of  land  carri- 
age,  is  unhappily  within  the  literal  meaning  the 
defcriptionl  have  alluded  to.  Our  hufbandrv  is  fe  nce 
better :  the  'patriarchal  occupation,  as  Sir  William 
Petty  calls  it,  of  feeding  cattle,  fhuts  the  door  a- 
gaintl  every  fort  of  encreafe  of  induftry.  The  known 
distinction  and  proportion  between  arable  and  pas¬ 
ture,  are  hardly  thought  on :  the  legislature  has  drawn 
a  line,  of  one  to  twenty,  in  favour  of  tillage,  an  in- 
confiderable  iacrifice  to  the  oeconomical  deities,  yet 
fmal  1  as  it  is,  I  fear  it  is  not  offered.  Indeed  I  don’t 
wonder  at  it,  our  ignorance  and  bad  management 
in  this  great  fource  of  national  wealth,  is  deplora¬ 
ble:  the  feafons  of  the  year  are  fo  unmarked  with 
us,  that  we  fow,  when  others  begin  to  weed.  I  have 
come  very  lately  from  one  extremity  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  the  fouth,  to  the  capital,  and  I  found  but  four 
cornfields  in  blade,  in  more  than  an  hundred  miles, 
the  nth  of  November ,  and  in  the  rnoft  forward 
counties,  Kildare  and  Dublin ,  a  great  deal  unfown. 
It  is  hard  to  afeertain  the  lofs  this  practice  is  to  us, 
becaufe  few  fow  early  enough  to  eStablifh  the  dif¬ 
ference;  but  from  the  practice  of  England,  which 
teaches  us  not  to  fow  at  all  at  this  feafon,  one  may 
infer,  it  is  greatly  againSt  us.  The  antients  w>ere  ve¬ 
ry  fenfible  of  this  inconvenience,  and  recommended 
early  fow  in  g  ;  when  the  earth,  as  Pliny  fays,  is  as  it 
were  in  rut.  The  courfe  my  own  hufbandry  happens 
to  be  in,  will  enable  me  to  fpeak  with  more  precisi¬ 
on  on  this  article,  before  the  end  of  next  .year. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that  every  other  thing  that  re¬ 
lates  to  this  bufinefs,  is  equally  preposterous,  their 
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*ences  are  only  temporary,  laft  during  the  crop,  and 
a  new  expence  is  incurred  every  year.  When  afield 
ceafes  to  be  in  tillage,  as  is  the  common  practice,  no 
care  is  taken  to  lay  it  down  with  grafs  feeds,  it  re¬ 
turns  to  its  priftine  barrennefs,  having  performed  a 
painful  penance,  a  naked  and  cold  ftubble,  a  mor¬ 
tifying  length  of  time.  Flax-hufbandry  has  fo  ma¬ 
ny  allurements,  that  one  would  imagine  it  would 
have  provoked  even  Irifh  floth.  It  is  fcarce  known 
out  of  the  province  of  Ulfter .  In  thirty  two,  the  en¬ 
tire  procedure  of  Flaxhufbandry,  and  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  Flax  from  the  field  to  the  loom,  were  ex- 
poled  in  a  feries  of  accurate  and  ingenious  effays, 
ptibhfhed  by  the  Dublin  Society.  One  would  expect 
the  lights  afforded  by  that  refpeCtable  body  :  the 
encouragement  given  by  the  legiilature,  would  have 
effeded  this  great  national  purpofe.  No  fuch  thing, 
immenfe  herds  of  Bullocks,  occupy  a  great  extent 
of  country,  which  fhould  employ  and  maintain 
numbers  of  our  fellow  creatures  ufefully  and  bene¬ 
ficially  to  themfelves  and  the  ftate.  In  the  effays 
alluded  to,  the  deep  clayey  lands  of  the  county  Li¬ 
merick  are  recommended  for  the  culture  of  Flax. 
T.  here  is  an  infinite  quantity  of  the  fame  kind  of  foil 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  an  almoft  conti¬ 
nued  vein  out  from  the  fouth  of  the  county  Lime¬ 
rick  to  Kildare, ,  all  this  extent  of  country,  if  I  dif- 
tinguifh  rightly,  would  bear  Flax :  the  number  of 
hands  this  culture  would  employ  fhould  alone  give 
it  a  preference;  grazing  is  an  enemy  to  population. 
I  dare  fay,  there  is  not  a  county  in  Ireland, ,  from  this 
fingle  reafon,  more  thinly  inhabited  than  Limerick , 
but  there  is  another  confideration  that  recommends 
a  change  of  ftaple,  the  immenfe  profit  upon  Flax. 
In  the  compofition  I  have  alluded  to,  an  acre  of  Flax 
is  made  worth  ^25,  a  profitable  crop  furely,  it  would 
be  under  rating  the  produce  the  county  of  Lime - 
rick,  if  I  fhould  fay,  that  introducing  Flax  hufban- 

.  .  .  S  !  « 


t  7  1 

*2ry  all  over  it,  would  yield  a  clear  profit  of  £is  am 
acre,  a  prodigious  encreafe!  The  number  of  acres  in 
that’ county  is,  375,320,  confequently  the  produce 
at  £10  an  acre  would  be  £3,753,2°°,  very  near 
equal  to  the  rental  of  half  the  kingdom.  Here  is  a  preci« 
ous  mine  indeed,  theopeningof  which,  feemstohave 
been  referved  for  your  Excellency’s  adminidration. 

From  what  has  been  faia,  the  condition  of 
the  labouring  poor  may  be  eafily  conceived :  their 
mifery  is  the  neceffary  confequence  of  a  wretched 
husbandry:  in  raiment,  food,  and  houfmg,  they 
are,  in  a  word,  the  mod  miferable  people  upon  earth, 
and  if  Providence  had  not  bellowed  that  bread-like 
root,  as  fome  one  calls  potatoes,  they  would  be  dill 
more  miferable.  Nor  is  this  poverty  confined  to  the 
labouring  poor,  the  yeomanry  are  not  much  better. 
It  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  farmers  in  England, 
make  three  rents;  nay  the  very  ingenious  Mr.  2  oungy 
from  the  bed  information,  makes  it  a  great  deal 
more.  Here  on  the  contrary,  I  am  confident  they  do 
not  make  a  (billing  more  than  the  head-rent,  and 
a  miferable  exiftence,  no  better  in  any  refpedt  than 
the  labouring  poor.  And  all  this  poverty  aiifingj, 
folely  arifing  from  ignorance  and  prejudice;  for  the 
farmers  in  Ireland  are,  this  indant,  in  poffeHion  o 
equal  advantages  with  that  order  in  England  .  oue 
markets  are  every  bit  as  good,  nay  better,  corffider- 
inr*  the  price  of  labour,  which  is  greatly  in  favour 
of  the  Irifh  hufbandman.  The  medium  price  of  wheat, 
at  Bear-key  the  5th  of  laft  November  was  £2  &  quar¬ 
ter,  about  thirteen  pence  farthing  a  done,  and  in 
Dublin  it  was  then  fourteen  pence.  A  load  of  hay 
in  London  was  then  £2  :  5  :  6,  here£i :  17,  no  great 
difference  in  a  load  of  draw,  there  16  (billings,  here 
1 8,  and  the  fame  proportion  I  dare  fwear  holds  in 
every  other  article  of  produce,  ourely  this  ev»  ent 
lofs  of  national  income,  is  an  objeft  of  national  im- 
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port,  a  confideration  that  muft  juftify  me  for  the 
liberty  I  take,  in  fubmitting  it  to  your  Excellency’s 
confideration!  Sunk  as  we  are  in  torpid  negligence, 
we  have  fat  down  compofed  with  dirt  and  poverty 
murmuring  againft  England,  for  not  charging  the 
laws  of  relation,  and  the  order  of  things,  to  grati¬ 
fy  our  lazinefs;  fources  of  wealth  we  have  in  abun¬ 
dance  without  recurring  to  the  fprings,  which  her 
vvifdom  hath  thought  proper  to  direct,  within  h.er- 
feh'  only,  a  man  might  as  well  murmur  againft  Pro¬ 
vidence  for  not  giving  him  wings,  as  an  Irifliman 
complain  of  fome  reftnctions  in  trade.  Our  fimation 
lias  necelfarily  circumfcribed  us  within  certain  li¬ 
mits;  it  would  be  tire  greateft  imprudence  in  us,  a 
lunb  only,  to  diaw  that  nounlbrnent  to  ourlejves 
vvliich  the  body  requires.  Better,  far  better  adopt  her 
policy;  run  into  thole  branches  of  induftry  which 
don’t  interfere  with  hers;  her  genial  hand  would  flip- 
port,  diretft,  chertlh  and  improve  our  warmeft  vvifhes. 

,  I  shall  not  fatigue  your  Excellency  with  a  te¬ 
dious  enumeration  of  all  our  errors  and  abfttrdities; 
fiom  t.ic  outline  which  1  nave  drawn  the  refidue  is 
eafily  imagined;  our  mifery,our  ignorance  and  mif- 
management  call  tor  an  immediate  remedy,  this 
much  and  long  abided  country  locks  up  to’your 
Excellency  for  one.  I  fhall  with  tlie  modefty  that 
becomes  me,  point  to  one.  happy  if  my  feeble  en¬ 
deavours  fhould  merit  your  Excellency’s  approbation, 
or  promote  in  any  degree  the  good  of  this  country. 

In  my  outfet  i  glanced  at  the  caufe  of  all  our 
evils,  or  rather  what  appeared  to  me  in  that  light, 
flit  re  is  undoubtedly  great  weight  in  authority,  and 
no  authority  is  more  refpecftable  than  legislative ;  but 
to  err  is  human,  and  therefore  the  caution  of  found 
philofophy  is  well  founded,  that  makes  reafon  and 
argument  the  foie  arbiters  of  opinion.  Convinced  of 
the  propriety  of  this  do&iine,  l  fhall  I  hope  be  juf- 

‘  '  tified 


tifisd  in  venturing  to  affert,  that  the  legislature  of 
this  country  has  al!  along  been  in  an  error  with  ref- 
pe£t  to  its  condition,  and  that  this  error  is  one  great 
caufe  of  all  our  miieries.  We  have  taken  all  our  laws 
from  Great  Britain ,  and  applied  them  with  a  prech 
fion  that  could  only  be  effectual  where  conditions 
arefimilar.  It  is  abfurd  to  fay,  that  infancy  and  ma¬ 
turity  Should  have  the  fame  regimen:  England  was 
m  the  days  or  Henry  the  2d,  in  a  State  ot  maturity 
that  we  have  not  yet  reached;  an  old  kingdom pof- 
feiled  of  every  advantage  then  known  to  mankind, 
a  kingdom  that,  at  moil,  required  but  improvement 
and  not  creation.  Here  on  the  contrary,  creation  and 
not  improvement,  was  the  talk  the  fir  ft  Settlers  had 
before  them:  they  could  be  confidered  in  no  other 
light  than  as  a  colony,  occupying  a  fertile,  unin-' 
clofed,  uncultivated  country.  Had  the  true  fpirit  of 
Colonization  been  taken  up  ad  pur  filed  with  Britifh 
fpirit,  it  would  be  unneceilary  to  form  a  defign  to 
plant  and  inclofe  the  antient  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
towards  the  end  of  the  eighteenthcentury.  The  mo- 
deft  idea  of  a  colony,  would  have  advanced  civility 
and  improvement  much  fafier,  than  the  pragmatical 
notion  of  an  old  kingdom,  forward  in  all  the  arts 
that  Support  and  adorn  mankind.  This  has  not  been 
done,  Ireland  is  Still  unplanted,  uninclofed,  and  til! 
thole  objeds  are  effected,  we  muft  reconcile  our- 
Selves  to  our  prefent  miSery,  with  the  SenSe  or  being 
able  to  treble  at  leaft  our  income,  if  our  indolence 
or  prejudices  would  give  us  leave.  This  fage  and 
prudent  policy  was  adopted  by  queen  Elizabeth :  In 
her  reign  we  find  that  grants  were  made  of  lands 
in  Several  counties  in  this  kingdom  to  undertakers, 
who  built  walled  towns .  made  feveral  improvements 
and  inclofures ,  introduced  tra  ’■  ~>?m  and  manufacturers 
of  Britifh  birth ,  to  the  enriching ,  as  the  Statute  that 
rehearSes  thofe  fads,  lays,  and  civilizing  of  the  did 
feveral  counties  and  territories,  the  joy  and  contentment 
f  her  royai  majejiy  and  all  her  good  men.  Had  thofe 
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plantations,  (for  they  were  called  plantation  lands, 
conformable  to  the  true  fpirit  of  colonization)  been 
continued,  Ireland  would  at  this  day  wear  another 
lace,  and  an  inclofed  farm  would  not  be  as  great  a 
novelty  as  it  is,  they  have  not,  nay  the  idea  feems 
to  have ‘been  forgotten,  with  what  prejudice  to  the 
well  being  of  this  kingdom,  the  endlefs  furzy  coat 
that  decks  its  fur  face,  does  but  too  well  evince;  be¬ 
fore  1  come  to  the  conclufion,  which  I  would  infer 
from  all  that  has  been  (aid  on  this  fubjeift,  I  cannot 
help  obferving,  that  there  is  a  fort  of  prejudice  in 
the  world,  that  *  manufactures  are  more  beneficial  to 

*  y- 
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*  Sikce  T  have  written  the  obfervation  to  which  this 
note  refers,  fume  late  publications  have  come  to  my  hands, 
which  I  had  not  feen  before,  from  which  it  feems  to  ap¬ 
pear,  that  the  weight  of  public  opinion  is  greatly  inclined  to 
agriculture,  extremes  on  fuch  queftions  are  of  great  and 
perhaps  dangerous  import,  whether  the  author  of  the  far- 
mers  letters  be  right  in  aliening  that  the  generality  of 
manufacturers  are  a  prejudice  to  "the  ffate,  till  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  the  intire  kingdom  is  complete,  in  the  circum - 
j  once  of  not  being  employed  about  the  moji  important  con~ 
rrm  of  it ,  I  fhould  not,  as  i  am  at  prefent  advifed,  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay,  that  great  object  may  be  compleated  upon 
much  eafier  means,  neither  would  it  employ  the  genera¬ 
lity  of  our  manufacturers,  though  it  were  carried  to  the 
great  eft  extent,  it  would  admit  employment,  it  is  very  well 
known  creates  labour,  and  incrcafes  the  induftry  of  indi¬ 
viduals,  when  this  extenfive  cultivation  is  promoted,  it 
may  be  attained  without  leffening  the  number  of  our  ma¬ 
nufacturers,  vvhofe  labour  is  fo  beneficial  to  the  ffate,  and 
a  near  and  conffant  market  for  the  produce  of  the  foil. 

And  here  I  cannot  help  obferving,  that  confiderations 
of  this  nature  can  never  be  too  much  attended,  had  the 
Dublin  fociety  purfued,  thisyear,  it’s  wonted  fagacity,  pre¬ 
miums  for  the  encouragement  of  agriculture  would  not 
lave  ^€en  negleded,  for  any  other  confideration  whate- 
vcr.  7  bough  the  author  of  the  farmers  letters,carries  his 
ocliihc  too  far,  yet  furely  it  is  clear,  that  when  circum- 
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a  ftate  than  agriculture,  I  would  not  by  any  means 

foment  jealoufies  between  different  branches  of  in- 

duftry,  that  grow  out  of  one  body,  and  can  hav 

but  one  intereft,  but  furely  it  is  worth  confidering, 

what  portion  of  induftry  is  mod  beneficial  to  the 

ftate  Sir  IVilliam  Petty ,  a  very  refpedable  and  too- 

much  negleded  authority,  has  decided  this  queftion 

againft  agriculture,  according  to  his  graduation  of 

induftry*  manufacture  is  more  beneficial  than  hub 

bandry,  and  merchandize  than  manu'afture*  but  his 

own  principles,  will,  if  l  miftake  not,  evince,  that 

the  preference  he  gives  manufactures  is  ill  founded 

by  him,  a  few  people  poffelTing  a  (mail  territory, 

may  be  equivalent  in  wealth  and  ftrength,  to  a  tar 

grea  er  people  and  territory  •,  now  putting  the  con-  - 

fide  at. on  of  territory  out  of  the  queition,  for  it  can 

have  bat  little  influence  here,  the  application  of  his 

own  principles  to  the  prefen t  ftate  of  England  will 

prove  the  contrary;  the  number  of  people  employed 

in  hufbandry,  is  made  by  the  ingenious  Mr .7 oung  two 

millions  eight  hundred  thoufand,  in  mannfadures 

three  millions,  the  produce  01  their  refpedive  labours 

compared  (lands  thus,  by  Mr.  7 oung  s  computation, 

hufbandry ^83,237, 69 1  Manufactures/27?ooo,ooo. 

A  difference,  of  aimoft  three  to  one  in  favour  of  agn- 

culture,  and  now  that  I  have  ftrayed  fo  far  from  my 

original  defign,  your  Excellency  will  permit  me  to 

bellow  a  minute  on  a  fubjed  which  does  not  immedi- 

atelv 


fiances  are  fo  very  unfortunate  as  not  to  permit  encourage¬ 
ment  to  both,  agriculture  in  it’s  prefent  wretched  conditi¬ 
on  deferves  the  preference ;  if  a  very  carelefs  obferver 
may  venture  to  fpeak  on  a  fubjed  that  requires  more  at¬ 
tentive  regard,  manufactures  and  the  polite  arts,  have 
reached  a  degree  of  excellence  in  this  kingdom,  that  does 
like  agriculture  difcredit  an  Englifh  defcent,  is  not  this  the 
flrongeft  reafon  in  the  world  to  induce  us  to  beftow  all  our 
attention.,  upon  this  negleded,  untoward,  unreclaimed 

®hild. 
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atcly  concern  this  Country,  any  more  than  as  a  part  of 
theBntim  Empire.  !twas  a  favourite  fuhje&of  a  l  i  ¬ 
near  relation  of  your  Excellency’s,  whole  opinion  on 
cjueft'ons  of  this  nature  is  of  the  greateft  authority 
the  world juftly  acknowledged  that  he  was  thegreat- 

t,“  nme’  tiiar  our  trade  from  the  natural  de¬ 

cay  of  every  thing  human,  from  other  caufes  which 
I  need  not  repeat,  required  frefh  fprings  to  fiipply 
tl-o!c  parts  wh'ch  time  or  accident  had  exhaufted- 
tni-  dottiine  is  certainly  juft,  and  evinces  the  pro¬ 
priety  and  expediency  of  extending  our  agriculture 
.  as  well  as  our  commerce.  Our  agriculture  is  certainly 
V(  ry  expectable,  but  it  is  not  carried  to  the  extent 
u  u  OU|d  aarmt  of.  Mr.  Young  whom  I  have  had  oc- 
caiion  to  mention  lo  olten,  recommends  feveral  im- 
provements,  but  even  thofe,  were  we  in  poiTcffion  of 
them,  are  fnort  of  that  greatnefs  of  juftdefign  which 
becomes  a  great  and  free  people.  Sir  William  Pet¬ 
ty  with  the  good  fenfe  that  marked  the  laft  aye,  has 
faid  that  the  Hollanders  by  a  judicious  hufoandry, 
make  their  lands  pay  them  feven  pounds  an  acre 
ours  on  the  contrary  according  to  the  laft  and  hieh- 
calculation,  Mr.  Young's. ,  yield  only  fifty  fhlllings, 
101 "  b.V  a  Sreat  anb  fhameful  di fiance  of  the  Dutch 
whofe^ Sands  Sir  Richard  TVeJion  values  higher  than 
oh  u  thiam,  for  he  eftimates  them  at £\o  an  acre 
:  ao;i  t  for  my  part  lee  any  impracticability  in  raif- 
mg  the  produce  of  the  foil  of  all  England  to  that 

1vaiue’  an  'ncome  o!  /320,000,00a  It  is  amazing  wc 

have  not  arrived  at  this  ftandard  before,  regard  be- 
inghad  to  our  weight  induftry  and  importance.  The 
Hutch  grew  in  one  century  to  the  great  wealth  we 
nave  feat,  Sir  IPilliam  Petty  fays  they  were  before 
a  poor  and  oppreffed  people,  living  in  a  country  na- 
tura  y  cold  and  unpleafant,  we  on  the  contrary  have 
oeen  in  pofteffiop  of  every  thing  we  could  wifh  for 
the  purposes  of  improvement  for  more  than  centu- 
tunes,  not  to  have  made  as  rapid  a  progrefs  as  the 
1-  utch  did  in  the  period  alluded  to,  is  a  reproach  to  > 
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us,  if  others  exceed  us  it  is  a  fhame  for  us  to  lag  be¬ 
hind,  had  our  trade  been  extended  as  it  ought,  it 
would  have  turned  part  of  our  prefent  hufbandry 
out  of  doors,  and  the  entire  kingdom  would  be  as 
Sir  William  Petty  fays  of  Holland,  improved  by  build¬ 
ing  boufes ,  /hips,  engines ,  dykes ,  Wharfs,  gardens  of 
plea  fare ,  extraordinary  flowers,  fruits ,  and  only  the 
moft  lucrative  crops  in  hufbandry,  rape,  madder,  flax, 
and  this  would  undoubtedly  be  the  coniequence  of 
extraordinary  wealth  arifing  from  an  extenfive  com¬ 
merce  and  a  fuperior  hufbandry.  X  hisdigreilion  has 
led  me  farther  than  I  intended,  !  fh all  with  more 
brevity  and  the  greateft  deference,  lay  before  your 
Excellency  the  means  which  now  appear  to  me  the 
moft  likely  to  effectuate  the  improvement  of  this 
kingdom.  From  what  has  been  laid  it  appears  that 
our  tillage  is  infignificant  and  unproductive,  that  our 
paftures  are  unprofitable,  the  firft  is  owing  to  want 
of  encouragement,  which  is  the  fource  of  our  igno¬ 
rance,  the  other  to  the  want  of  inclofures:  our  legis¬ 
lature  has  not  been  inattentive  to  a  corn  trade,  that 
truly  laudable  mode  of  encouragement  by  bounties 
adopted  by  the  Britifh  legiflature  has  been  purfued 
by  ours;  one  would  expecff:  the  fame  fuccefs  in  both 
kingdoms, the  contrary  however  has  obtained,  though 
the  remedy  has  been  enlarged  from  time  to  time, 
and  the  reafon  as  I  take  it  is  very  clear,  the  bounty 
has  always  been  under  the  market,  at  lead  it  is  the 
cafe  now,  and  therefore  fince  our  markets  are  as 
high  as  the  Englifh  there  is  the  ftrongeft  reafon  in 
the  world  to  go  at  once  as  far  as  the  Britifh  I egi fila¬ 
ture  has  done;  5  fhiilings  eleven  pence  a  quarter 
when  wheat  does  not  exceed  52  (hillings  a  quarter, 
is  very  near  what  is  given  by  the  iff;  William  aftd 
Mary.  Bounties  on  the  exportation  of  corn,  let  them 
be  ever  fo  confiderable,  ftand  in  the  moft  favoura¬ 
ble  light,  they  are  premiums  given  to  induftry,  en¬ 
courage- 
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couragements  to  trade,  bounties  even  to  Teamen. 
£ 20,000,  a  year  employed  in  this  fervice  would  in¬ 
deed  be  a  bounty  to  this  kingdom,  there  is  another 
object  of  encouragement  equally  ufefu5,  and  nearly 
related  to  the  former  that  is  not  beneath  the  notice 
of  parliament,  the  proportion  between  arable  and 
pafture;  in  England  Mr.  Young  found  it  half  and 
half,  with  an  uniform’ty  that  he  did  not  expert,  an 
encouiagement  for  o hferving  the  fame  proportion 
here  w  ;utd  not  1  am  fure  defeat  the  views  of  the  le- 
giflature:  to  this  I  muft  add,  a  judicious  courfe  of 
crops  which  might  be  tacked  to  the  former,  and 
made  a  farther  qualification  towards  obtaining  the 
encouragement  to  be  given  by  the  legiflature;  the 
expence  thofe  objedts  would  incur  could  notbecon- 
fiderable,  the  bounty  on  corn  exported  into  Eng¬ 
land  by  an  old  account  I  have  by  me,  has  been 
fgjzAih  1 2s.  7 d  i,  in  latter  years  I  dare  fay  it  has 
been  more,  but  fure  I  am,  the  third  part  of  that  fum 
expended  in  the  fame  fervice  here,  would  make  us  a 
flourifhing  people;  the  Flax  husbandry  is  fo  excef- 
fively  profitable,  that  premiums  diftributed  with  a 
fparing  but  difcerning  hand,  in  aid  of  the  bounty 
already  granted  by  Parliament,  would  promote  it 
effeclually,  in  the  feveral  counties  in  this  kingdom 
that  abound  with  rich  clayey  foils:  the  extraordina¬ 
ry  income  we  fhould  acquire  from  this  fource  of 
wealth  fo  peculiarly  our  own,  I  have  already  ibewn. 
I  now  come  to  the  laft  meafure  which  l  fhall  have 
the  honour  of  fubmitting  to  your  Excellencies  con- 
fideration ;  It  has  been  laid  already,  that  the  entire 
kingdom  is  uninclofed,  and  fcarcely  in  a  better  con¬ 
dition  than  Hounflow -heath ;  Mr.  Locke  has  faid  that 
a  kingdom  grows  rich  as  a  farm,  it  may  be  laid 
with  equal  propriety,  that  a  kingdom  is  improved 
almoft  in  the  fame  manner.  The  occupiers  of  waftc 
lands  make  inclofures  their  firft  ftep  towards  im¬ 
provement,  I  have  praclifed  this  method  with  great 
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profit,  and  fattedl  bullocks  where  (beep  haveftarved, 
however  I  fhould  be  very  diffident  of  arguing  from 
my  own  experience,  becaufe  it  has  not  been  long 
enough  to  enable  me  to  fpeak  with  the  certainty 
shat  queftions  of  this  kind  require*  Mr.  Young  fays, 
that  fheep  are  four  times  more  profitable  in  iticlo-. 
fures  than  open  grounds,  from  hence  then  it  feems 
pretty  clear,  that  inclofing  is  an  improvement  worth  at 
leaft  about  ten  (killings  an  acre,  which  upon  the  entire 
kingdom,  allowing  one  million  of  acres  for  rivers, 
cities,  &c.  would  amount  to  five  millions  a  year,  a 
prodigious  addition  to  the  rental  of  this  kingdom. 
Surely  this  is  an  objed  that  immediately  concerns 
the  landed  intereft  of  this  country,  and  which  I  am 
fure  it  is  their  intereft  to  promote  with  more  than 
ordinary  celerity,  nor  is  the  expence  of  fuch.  an  un~  • 
dertaking  very  confiderable  in  this  country  where 
labour  is  fo  very  cheap,  it  cannot  rife  to  much  more 
than  half  a  years  purchafe,  the  expence  of  inclofing 
the  entire  kingdom  with  quickfet  hedges,  would  juft 
amount  to  /j, 142,1 88,  *  exclufive  of  gates  which 

might 

*  The  expence  of  any  undertaking,  private  or  public, 
is  an  objedt  of  the  greated  confequence,  it  fhould  ever  be 
uppeprioft  in  the  breads  thofe  that  form  any  defigns  of 
any  extent,  but  it  is  the  misfortune  of  poor  countries,  that 
profits  upon  every  undertaking  are  generally  higher  than 
in  places  where  great  trade  creates  habits  of  ceconomy, 
and  quick  returns  enable  perfons  to  take  lefs  profits:  wa¬ 
ter-carriage  has  of  late  been  an  objedt  of  national  attention, 
whether  the  great  benefit  that  fhould  be  expedted  from  it 
may  be  attained,  whilft  the  toll  is  left  at  the  rate  of  two 
pence  a  hundred  for  every  ten  miles,  may  deferve  confide- 
ration.  Land-carriage  is  ten  times  as  dear  as  water-carriage, 
and  notwithdanding  the  fate  allowed  by  parliament  is 
more  than  one  half  of  the  prefent  price  of  our  miferable 
and  expenfive  land-carriage,  or  in  other  words,  as  dear  as 
land  carriage,  for  this  article  is  capable  of  juft  that  im¬ 
provement. 
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rTiight  come  to  ^250,000,  viz.  /ro  for  every  four 
hundred  acres,  now  one  third  of  this  expence  may 
be  (pared,  it  being  probable  that  one  third  of  the 
kingdom  is  already  hedged  or  inclofed,  or  in  fuch 
a  condition,  that  a  little  more  than  two  millions 
•  would  complete  this  great  object ;  I  have  now  done 
with  the  (ubjed  which  I  propofed  to  lay  before  your 
Excellency,  I  have  expofed  with  the  fairnefs  which 
ever  attends  dihntereftcdnefs,  the  condition  of  this 
country  which  feels  itfelf  fo  happy  under  your  Ex¬ 
cellency’s  adminiftration ;  fhould  the  meafures  which 
I  have  fuggefted  deferve  your  Excellency’s  appro¬ 
bation,  1  fliall,  I  truft,  have  the  good  fortune  to  fee 
them  carried  into  execution,  by  that  zeal  for  the 
public  fervice,  which  characterizes  an  excellent 
chief  governor  and  a  good  man.  I  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  be  with  the  moft  profound  refpedt, 
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Your  Excellency’s 


moft  obedient 


a,nd  moft  humble  fervant. 


A  Lover  of  his  Country. 
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